Clostridium tertium bacteremia: 2 cases and review.
Clostridium tertium bacteremia is unusual, seen most often with gastrointestinal disease and/or neutropenia. Two cases are described. The first was a 19-yr-old female with acute leukemia, who developed gastrointestinal symptoms and C. tertium bacteremia while neutropenic. The second was a 57-yr-old female with quiescent ulcerative colitis, who presented with fever, rigors and epigastric pain. Four organisms including C. tertium were isolated from blood cultures. This patient responded to broad spectrum antimicrobial therapy, whereas the first patient required the addition of specific agents to recover. C. tertium is aerotolerant and thus can be misidentified as a Bacillus or Corynebacterium spp. Our isolates had a distinctive Gram stain morphology, were catalase negative and failed to sporulate aerobically--this aided in the recognition of this significant Gram-positive bacillus.